
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

February 5, 2018 

 

Contact: Barb Grimaldi, Public Interest Law Center, 267-546-1304, 

bgrimaldi@pubintlaw.org 

Nicole Houston, Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP, 202-942-6418,  

Nicole.Houston@apks.com  

 

U.S. Supreme Court Will Not Intervene in Pa. Redistricting Lawsuit 

 

Philadelphia – Today the U.S. Supreme Court rejected requests from Pennsylvania’s legislative 

leaders and a group of Republican voters to stay the Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s Order in the 

redistricting lawsuit striking down the state’s congressional map: League of Women Voters, et 

al., v. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, et al. Supreme Court Justice Alito independently denied 

their Emergency Applications.  

 

“This was always a Pennsylvania state court case about Pennsylvania’s Constitution, and the 

U.S. Supreme Court rightly refused the Republican Legislative leaders’ attempt to manufacture a 

federal issue,” said R. Stanton Jones, a partner at Arnold & Porter. “Pennsylvania voters will 

now get to cast their ballots in fair elections this year.” 

 

“Pennsylvania’s legislative leaders should stop desperately attempting to hold onto this 

unconstitutional map, and get to work adopting a new map,” said Mimi McKenzie, Legal 

Director of the Public Interest Law Center, also representing the petitioners in the lawsuit. “This 

filing with the U.S. Supreme Court is one of several last ditch gambits by the legislators. We are 

confident that the Pennsylvania Supreme Court will similarly deny the legislators’ latest 

application to disqualify Pennsylvania Supreme Court Justices.”  

 

Last Friday, the legislative respondents’ filed an application seeking the disqualification of 

Justice Wecht and demanding additional disclosure by Justice Donohue with the Pennsylvania 

Supreme Court. Petitioners filed their answer to this application this morning. Justice Donohue 

has already denied the application with respect to any disclosures by her.  

 

Filed in June in the state’s Commonwealth Court, this lawsuit alleged the current U.S. 

Congressional map violates the Pennsylvania Constitution because it was designed to override 

voter preferences and create a lopsided, 13-5 majority in favor of Republican congressional 

representatives. In November 2017, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court assumed jurisdiction over 

the lawsuit by lifting a stay and granting the petitioners’ Application for Extraordinary Relief. In 

December, under order from the Supreme Court, the Commonwealth Court held expedited trial 

and issued Recommended Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law. After hearing oral argument 

in January 2017, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court ruled the map unconstitutional and ordered the 

state legislative leaders and Governor to create a new map in time for the 2018 election. 

 

Access all case documents here: https://www.pubintlaw.org/cases-and-projects/pennsylvania-

redistricting-lawsuit-case-documents/  
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Access U.S. Supreme Court decisions here: 

https://www.supremecourt.gov/search.aspx?filename=/docket/DocketFiles/html/Public/17A795.

html    

 

https://www.supremecourt.gov/search.aspx?filename=/docket/DocketFiles/html/Public/17A802.

html 

 

# # # 

 

The Public Interest Law Center uses high-impact legal strategies to advance the civil, social, 

and economic rights of communities in the Philadelphia region facing discrimination, inequality, 

and poverty. We use litigation, community education, advocacy, and organizing to secure their 

access to fundamental resources and services in the areas of public education, housing, health 

care, employment, environmental justice and voting. For more information visit 

www.pubintlaw.org or follow on Twitter @PubIntLawCtr.  

 
Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP is a law firm of more than 1,000 lawyers across nine domestic and 
four international offices with more than 30 practice areas spanning a broad spectrum of the law, with a 
primary focus on litigation, transactional matters, and regulatory issues, as well as a wide range of 
industries, including those involving the life sciences and financial services areas. Arnold & Porter Kaye 
Scholer LLP has established one of the world's leading law firm pro bono programs. Our pro bono 
commitment is key to who we are and is the reason why many of our attorneys have made their 
professional home here. We believe that all lawyers have an obligation to do pro bono work, and we 
strive to maintain that commitment. For more information visit https://www.apks.com/.  
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